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Welcome to December, folks.  As Frank Sinatra said, it’s the most wonderful time of the year. 
You know that Christmas is coming when you hear Nat King Cole and Slade on the wireless, the 
latest John Lewis festive advertising campaign starts, and Tesco have their Easter eggs on 
display.  It is also that time of year when those of us who are professionally religious drone on 
and on about the real meaning of Christmas.  We start to speak in soundbites or catchphrases. 
You know the sort of thing, “Put the Christ back into Christmas,” or, “He is the reason for the 
season,” or even, “It’s for the bairns.”  I can’t stand catchphrases.  They are too simplistic, we 
don’t have to think too much about them, there is no need to chew over them.  They are a bit 
like Gerber’s baby food for the brain.   
        On the “bairns” catchphrase: I remember some years ago when I worked with homeless 
folks in Glasgow, I was walking along Gordon Street, there used to be a toy shop there and in 
the window they had all these wonderful toys and the latest video games, kiddies quadbikes, 
toy cars, big Lego sets, the latest movie tie-ins and all that sort of thing.  As I passed the shop, I 
noticed a big sign in the window that said, “Don’t forget the kids this Christmas,” with various 
arrows streaming down from the sign to the various items on display.  Looking in the window 
was a wee woman and her six young children.  The kids looked excited, but the woman looked 
sad.  One of the wee ones asked, “Mum, can I have a PS1 for Christmas?” (That’s how long ago 
this was).  To this the Mum replied, “No son, Santa is too busy to come to our house this year.”  
        It reminded me of the first Christmas over two thousand years ago.  It also involved a 
young woman in difficult circumstances.  Pregnant with her first child before she was married, 
at a time when she would have been looked down on, the one good thing in her life was her 
life-partner.  Her name was Mary.  His name was Joseph.  The couple crossed Roman-occupied 
Palestine in order to register for tax, and when they get to their destination the town was so full 
up that the only place where the baby could be born was in the place where the animals slept, 
and his first cot was the trough from which the animals ate.   
        After he was born, the family were forced to flee the country to keep their new-born son 
safe from the rage of a mad King who sought to kill him.  In effect they became asylum seekers.  
They fled in the night to a foreign land (Egypt), and there they had to stay until the evil King 
died.  Speaking about that child almost fifty years later St Paul said, “In him the fullness of all 
that is God dwelt in bodily form.”  St John said, “The Word was made flesh and lived among us.”  
        At Christmas. God came out to where we were, a God who now knows by experience what 
our lives are like.  Make of that what you will.  I will finish by saying that maybe we need to 
have the same attitude this year.   
        Let’s seek to include those who have no-one or nothing. You will find a warm welcome with 
us over the festive season and right through the year.  Our smiles are genuine, and we would be 
very honoured to have you come and see us. You know where we are.  
                                                                                                                Revd John Nugent BD(Honours). 
 



Church Register 

            We are sorry to report the death of the following people: 
 
 
 
 

Flowers for Sunday  

 

 
Church Duty Rota 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SERMON INFORMATION FROM MINISTER 

 
 
 

DATE KINDLY DONATED BY ARRANGER 

2nd Feb Mrs Julie Steven, Bay View Donor 

9th Feb The Moore Family Mrs Simpson 

16th Feb Mrs Jacqui Budge, Proudfoot Road Donor 

23rd Feb VACANT  

1st Mar Mrs K Harper Donor 

Date BUS DOOR USHER/DOOR 

2nd Feb P Macadie E Henderson J Mclennan 

9th Feb J Mackay M Thomson M Foubister 

16th Feb P Ramsay G Ramsay A Sinclair 

23rd Feb P Macadie R Mappin G Watt 

1st Mar J Mclennan E Henderson J Coghill 

DATE READING 1 READING 2 SUBJECT DAY OF CHURCH 
CALENDAR 

2nd Feb     

9th Feb     

16th Feb     

23rd Feb     

1st Mar     



MAGAZINE Distribution 
Various distribution districts do not have collectors at present, and at the start of 2020, we have 
5 districts without help.  If you would be able to assist with the distribution, please contact John 
Cormack (603774) for further details.  Thank You, without your continued support, the church 
would not function. 

 
A NEW CAITHNESS GROUP:  The Compassionate Friends 
Our amazing community works well, and we have lots of charities and support 
groups within our locality.  We would like to inform you of a new support group: 
The Compassionate Friends 
The Compassionate Friends was founded in 1969 as an organisation of bereaved parents and 
their families helping each other through their grief.  The Caithness Support Group was recently 
set up for bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings to meet, talks and to support each other. 
If you have experienced the loss of a child at any age and from any cause, the compassionate 
friends will offer support, understanding and friendship from others similarly bereaved, and as 
part of a nationwide network, offers links to the larger community through facebook, support 
weekends, their website, written resources, a telephone helpline, email and online forums.   
        The Caithness Compassionate Friends group meet monthly in The Norseman Hotel.   
For more information, contact: Pat Butler 07989 690073  patattcf@btinternet.com  
 

THE TINY FROGS 
Once upon a time there was a bunch of tiny frogs…. who arranged a climbing competition. 
The goal was to reach the top of a very high tower. And so a big crowd gathered around the 
tower to see the race and cheer on all the contestants. 
The race began…. 
But quite honestly no one in the crowd really believed that such tiny frogs would reach the top of 
the tower. They were saying  It’s way too difficult!!, they will never make it to the top,” and “Not 
a chance that they will succeed. The tower is too high!” 
The tiny frogs began collapsing. One by one….Except for those who were a bit stronger and kept 
climbing higher and higher.. 
The crowd continued to yell, ”It is too difficult!!! No one will make it!” More tiny frogs got tired 
and gave up…. 
But one continued higher and higher and higher long after all of the others had given up and 
dropped back down to the bottom and he, after a big effort, actually made it to the top! 
All of the other tiny frogs naturally wanted to know how this one frog managed to do it. 
One contestant asked the tiny frog how he had found the strength to succeed and reach his goal! 
But he didn’t hear him, and he shouted the question again but he still didn’t hear, so he shouted 
at the top of his voice, which was really loud for such a tiny frog.  But he still couldn’t hear him, 
he was deaf! 
How much more could we do if we, like the frog turned a deaf ear to all those who say we can’t 
©  Author unknown.  Article published online @Parishwindow.co.uk 
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Website:  Find us at www.wickstferguschurch.org.uk  or find us on facebook.   

Items for the March newsletters to be with Michelle by Wed 19th February – Thank you. 

CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 
Title Name Phone Email 

Minister  John Nugent 07511 503946 nugent0@me.com 

Session Clerk Kathleen Robertson 01955 605953   kathleenrobertson14@btinternet.com 

Clerk to Congregational Board Elizabeth Henderson 01955 604156 tannach.henderson@gmail.com 

Treasurer    

Magazine Editor Michelle Foubister 01955 602416 chellefoubister@sky.com 

Website Jean Mclennan 07836 506150 northjean17@gmail.com 
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